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03-04-2002

Dear Disability Determination Service:

Zaineb comes in to the Detroit Office for a complete ophthalmologic examination. She states that she has difficulties with work-related activities because of a loss of vision. She states that she cannot read small nor moderate size print, distinguish between small objects, nor use a computer. She has a history of congenital corneal dystrophy having undergone corneal transplants in both eyes when she lived overseas. She experienced trauma to the left eye as a child which ultimately led to a loss of the left eye. She underwent enucleation on the left side and currently wears a prosthesis on the left side. A review of the records shows examinations with Dr. Gappy and a plan for an examination with Dr. Gupta, who is a cornea specialist. There is discussion about cataract surgery on the right side. She uses prednisolone and ofloxacin drops on the right side. A review of systems is negative for systemic disease and systemic medications. Of note, the examination history is obtained with a use of a professional interpreter to help with the Arabic.

On examination, the best-corrected visual acuity is 20/200 on the right and no light perception on the left. This is with and without correction on the right, at distance and near. The left side has a prosthesis that she is unable to remove. The pupil on the right side is round and reactive. The muscle movements are full. The intraocular pressures measure 12 with the i-Care tonometer. The slit lamp examination shows a full-thickness corneal graft that is clear centrally. There are peripheral suture track scars that do not approach the visual axis. The anterior chamber is deep and quiet. There is a small bleb superiorly. The lens has dense posterior subcapsular opacifications. The prosthesis on the left side cannot be removed, according to the claimant. The fundus examination is not available on the right side because of the cataract and on the left side because of the anophthalmos. The eyelids are unremarkable.

Visual field test utilizing a Goldman field test with a III4e stimulus without correction shows 121 degrees of horizontal field. With a IV4e stimulus, the field increases to 138 degrees. With a V4e stimulus, the field increases to 155 degrees horizontally.

Ms. Al Hameedawi has clinical findings that are consistent with the history. Based upon these findings, one would expect her to have difficulties reading small and moderate size print, distinguishing between small objects, and using a computer. Her prognosis is guarded. She will never see with the left eye. The right eye, however, may improve once she has cataract surgery. Certainly, she is at increased risk for loss of the corneal graft. It is likely that she will need to have the graft replaced at some point, again, in her future. Her gait is unremarkable.
Thank you for this consultation.

Sincerely yours,

_______________________________

Daniel S. Zuckerbrod, M.D., MPH
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